


Megidt i 


' 
wit hig: 
| 
ee 
ee eis 
‘ eek 
Bes a 
YY Ser SRS 
pot: 
oe 
st : 
Rt 
— ee 
& ¥ an ‘s 
pe 
£6 RN 
rae 
” met A 
s Ya as i “ys + 
i uf 
tent 
SR ae e en. 
pare Paes 
2. f 
“J 


Changing Gods 








Se a Tins ee 2b Seer oer 6 
SARS AT ta al Es 


% 


a 
SES AD eae 


fo Sph a asa gts 


Seba aa ae ey 


OPPORTUNITIES UNLIMITED 


MEDITATIONS ON THE WORD 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 


WHAT OF THAT? 


"Saeki apa ARIA Rind aE ICC 
r- 


is 
January 21, 1961 Vol. 48, No. 2 








egiduo 


Vol. 48, No. 2 January 21, 1961 
Kenneth E. Flowerday, Editor 

A religious magazine, devoted to the cause 

of Christ and published for the dissemina- 

tion of Bible truth alone. The Mecippo 


MEssacE will 
@ Strengthen your faith in the Bible 


@ Answer perplexing religious questions 


@ Give you courage for these uncertain 
times 


@ Help you live above the world’s moral 
corruption 


@ Reveal to you how to develop a char- 
acter acceptable to God 


@ Bring peace and stability to your life 
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Instructive Booklets 


In addition to the MessacE you should 
by all means read the following booklets 
Each booklet is a complete subject of itself. 
The Bible is made understandable and in- 
teresting to study. 


HISTORY or tur MEGIDDO MISSION 
Tur COMING or JESUS anp ELIJAH 
WHAT MUST WE DO TO BE SAVED? 
THE KINGDOM OF GOD 
THE GREAT APOSTASY 
AFTER DEATH. WHAT? 
HELL AND THE DEVIL 
SPIRITUAL CREATION 
THE HOLY SPIRIT 
THE SABBATH 


TRINITY 
Single copies 20 
History .40 
Complete set $2.25 


Megiddo means 


“a place of troops,” 
—Gesenius’ Hebrew Lexicon. 
“a place of God.” 
—Young’s Analytical Concordance. 


Geographically, Megiddo was and is a 
town in Palestine, located at a strategic 
point, demanding heavy fortification; for 
Palestine is the age-old gateway between 
East and West, and the avenue connecting 
North and South. Always, supremacy there 
has been the envy of the world, and the 
prevailing nation has guarded it with a 
jealous eye. The famous pass at Megiddo 
through a solid mountain range is the one 
means by which this avenue between con- 
tinents may be traversed. 

In the spiritual parallel, God is in this 
place with a band of troops. Soldiers are 
equipped for spiritual warfare against the 
forces of evil without and within. “We 
wrestle not against flesh and blood, but 
against principalities, against powers, 
against the rulers of the darkness of this 
world, against spiritual wickedness in high 


a 


places” (Eph. 6:12). 





MEGIDDO HYMN BOOK 


A COLLECTION of original, arranged, and 
selected songs which harmonize with the 
plain Biblical teachings and in which all 
vho wish may engage and sing as com- 
manded, “with the spirit,” and “with the 
understanding also.” Price $1.25 














Did you get one new subscriber for 
the MessacE last week? If not, why not? 
Try again. Try harder. God may crown 
your efforts with success. 


“The harvest home of God will come 
And after toil and care; 

With joy untold your sheaves of gold 
Will all be garnered there. 


Then day by day along your way, 
The seeds of promise cast 

That ripened grain from hill and plain, 
Be gathered home at last.” 











The Story of JOSEPH 


Eighty-three interesting pages, with full- 
color illustrations. This story is ever new 
to young and old. Price 50 


Bible Story Color Book 


Thirty-two delightful short stories of 
favorite Bible characters, with illustrating 
pictures to color, Size 8% by 11 inches. 
Instructive, entertaining. Price 50 





Dear Maranatha Sister: 

As the recipients of Truth, we are no longer 
a part of the old system, based on the foun- 
dation of falsehood and tradition. Every ounce 
of our lives must go into the makeup of the 
new man, to be created in righteousness and 
true holiness. Every other purpose we might 
have cherished must be completely sealed 
off. To look back with unholy desire into 
the former things of the old mode of conduct 
may break the forward march to entire per- 
fection. The need to watch every step of 
the way has never been so great as now when 
the love of everything else, but God, is upper- 
most in every circle of life, so contaminating 
if it were possible as to force its way into our 
very life. 


South Amboy, N. J. Mrs. L. M. K. 


Dear Sister, 

The greatest thing that has happened to all 
of us is that the Truth was uncovered and 
brought to light for all of us to study, learn 
and obey: that is all that will do it. If we 
would only remember that the Dear Lord 
watches over those who try to clean their 
hearts and hands by following His command- 
ments. 

It helps so much to get all the letters 
from the dear Sisters. 

Hope you all can keep up the good work. 

Kinards, S. C. Mrs. E. C. 


Dear Friends: 

Mother and I are students of the Bible. 
We like to study the Mecimppo Messace also. 
I must say that it is a wonderful magazine. 
You people are certainly warning this old 
evil world, and it will be their own fault if 
people do not heed that warning message, 
and “come out of her.” 

May the Eternal bless you people more and 
more throughout the coming year and years 
ahead. 

Bloomsburg, Pa. 


Miss G. S. 


Dear Christian Friends: 

I always enjoy the Messace and Bible 
Lessons and am very much interested the 
way that you explain scripture passages, 
and of late, you have explained part of the 
Old Testament. 

I have been reading the Old Testament and 
lots of things have been very hard to under- 
stand. You have helped me a lot through the 
MESSAGE. 

I always look forward to its arrival, a great 
friend and company. 


Prescott, Ont. A. F. G. 
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Changing Gods 


changing their gods. Records of the past reveal 

the strange obstinacy with which the heathen 
usually clung to their superstitions. And even today men 
do not easily forget their pet interests, their money, the 
cars they drive, their pastimes, their sports, their coveted 
pleasures, The tenacity with which the heathen world hold 
to their gods, and the modern man clings to his objects of 
worship, is in contrast to the conduct of too many who 
consider themselves worshipers of the true God. May 
it not truly be said: “Hath a nation changed their gods, 
which are yet no gods? But my people hath changed their 
glory for that which duth not profit.” 

The contrast between the true and living God, and the 
false gods, is too obvious to overlook; and once observed, 
the insensibility of those who would change the one for 
the other, is shocking. Ido] worship was one of the major 
obsessions of the Israelites. Certainly in their sober 
moments those people must have known that the images 
their pagan neighbors worshiped as gods were power- 
less, yet the tendency to follow a popular trend seemed 
to be overpowering. When a plague or major cataclysm 
befell the nation it was easy to say, we have offended the 
gods. Conversely, when a major catastrophe was averted 
or corrected it was easy to say, the gods have helped us. 
The nations all around them were doing and thinking 
that way, and the evil influence was contagious. 

A number of times in the book of Isaiah, God, through 
the Prophet, employs the best of logic to show the people 
the folly of their dependence on lifeless idols. The follow- 
ing text will serve as an example: “To whom will ye liken 
me, and make me equal, and compare me, that we may 
be like? They lavish gold out of the bag, and weigh silver 
in the balance, and hire a goldsmith; and he maketh it 
a god: they fall down, yea, they worship. They bear him 
upon the shoulder, they carry him, and set h'm in his 
place, and he standeth; from his place shall he not 
remove: yea, one shall cry unto him, yet he cannot 
answer, nor save him out of his trouble. Remember this, 
and show yourselves men: bring it again to mind, O ye 
transgressors. Remember the former things of old: for I 
am God, and there is none else; I am God, and there is 
none like me, declaring the end from the beginning, and 
from ancient times the things that are not yet done, 
saying, My counsel shall stand, and I will do all my pleas- 
ure’ (Isa. 46: 5—10). 

The willingness with which the people of today conform 
to the ways of the pagan world in their celebration otf 
December 25th, erroneously styled Christ’s birthday, but 
more especially doing homage to Santa Claus, is an evi- 
dence of their tendency to idol worship. 

Many years before Isaiah’s time King David had made 
a similar observation. Referring to Israel’s misconduct in 
the wilderness, he said: “They made a calf in Horeb, and 
worshiped the molten image. Thus they changed their 
glory into the similitude of an ox that eateth grass” (Ps. 
106: 19, 20). They changed their glory, the eternal God 
who was the Rock, to the similitude of an ox that eats 
grass. 


A STRANGE sight these days is that of nations 


Ingratitude 


The ingratitude of the people of Israel in forsaking the 
true God wouid be surprising if we did not find the same 
tendencies in our own jives. The sinfulness of forsaking 
God and preferring other things to His service is greatly 
aggravated by the ingratitude involved. How great God's 
mercy to the people of Israel! How many His favors! He 
gave His law to guide them, pastors to teach them, 
miracles cf mercy! Could the people find any fault with 
His deaiings? And today can we find any fault with what 
God has done tor us? any excuse for not serving Him 
with our whole heart? 

It is true that the service of the Eternal takes much 
away, but it also gives much. lt takes away the torment- 
ing pride and jealousy, the anger and impatience which so 
often jower our self-respect, all the low and detestible 
lusts of the flesh. It takes from us the unreasoning clan- 
nishness of the savage and replaces it with an enlightened 
loyalty to a new family, in which every member is weighed 
by his actions, not by his tribal descent. It takes away the 
Old vaiues and gives us new and better standards. When 
our sense of valuation is thoroughly trained, when we 
have surrendered our entire will to the service of the 
King, we realize that even in this life it gives an hundred- 
fold of security and conten-ment, of the joy of battle and 
victory, “cf houses and brethren, and sisters, and mothers, 
and children, and lands,” beside which the petty perse- 
cutions, the light afflictions which accompany us, pale and 
vanish away. But what of the end? “They that attain that 
world, and the resurrection from the dead, ... are equal 
unto the angels, neither can they die any more.” “Eve 
hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the 
heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for 
them that love him.”’ How stupid then to change the true 
and living God, and His great and precious promises, for 
that which doth not profit, for gods or fleshly interests 
that came newly up, and will as quickly go down taking 
his worshipers to destruction with him! 

Present-Day Examples of Changing Gods 


The first of the ten comman’ ments given to Israel was: 
“Thou shalt have no other gods before me.” We are given 
no choice of cbjects of worship. The command is final: 
“Thou shalt have no other gods before me.” If we even 
partially disregard that command and reserve some of 
our strength and time and abilities to serve the flesh, we 
are changing our gods for that which doth not profit. And 
Jesus, in His answer to the scribe, quoted as the first 
eommandment Moses’ words recorded in Deut. 6: 5, which 
are no part of the ten commandments. “Thou shalt love 
the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, 
and with all thy mind, and with all thy strength: this 
is the first commandment” (Mark 12:30). 

Paul commands, “Whether therefore ye eat or drink, 
or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God.” Here is 
our Christian duty in a nutshell. If we fail to obey this 
ecmmand and reserve some of our strength to serve the 
flesh with, we then have changed our god, we have ceased 
to be dominated by a supreme Authority. The people in 
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Paul’s day worshiped and served the “creature more 
than the Creator.” Too often we do this, we worship the 
thing created, make an idol of our own ways, our own 
opinions, we change our interests; and forgetting God’s 
goodness, His mercy, the important place He fills in our 
life, the magnitude of the rewards He offers us if we do 
His will, we become idolaters. 


My People Have Changed Their Glory 


“My people have changed their glory for that which 
doth not profit.” Here the Lord uses the present tense, 
“have changed their glory,” a glory already in their pos- 
session, The Israelites were wont to trace everything to 
a first cause, which was God. In that respect God was 
their glory, it was through Him that they had received 
everything they had received. Paul places this thought in 
meaningful words in Rom. 9:4. Speaking of the advan- 
tages enjoyed by his countrymen, his brethren according 
to the flesh, he said: “Who are the Israelites; to whom 
pertaineth the adoption, and the glory, and the cove- 
nants, and the giving of the law, and the service of God, 
and the promises.” The Israelites had much of the good 
tradition behind them. They were descendants of 
Abraham; Moses gave them the law; David had been their 
great king and liberator. They had the priesthood; 
descendants of Aaron and Eleazar; their kings were of 
the royal line cf David. They had the temple, with all 
its holy items. Indeed, these advantages added up to a 
glorious legacy, yet they were ever inclined to change 
their glory for their own wicked ways, a thing which did 
not profit. 

To us today the knowledge of God, the knowledge of 
His plan of salvation, for mankind, His plan to fill the 
earth with His glory, and a knowledge of the things 
required of us to share that blissful future, is a glory, 
it is a priceless heritage. To the rank and file of church 
members God’s plan is without identity. Like an improp- 
erly focused picture, it has no pattern or shape, hence 
lacks pulling power. Why should a human being becom2 
interested in a proposition the value of which cannot be 
made clear to him? Hence the knowledge of God and His 
purpose is a glory. Hosea 4:6, 7 indicates this very 
plainly. Here God, speaking through the Prophet, said: 
“My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge: because 
thou hast rejected know‘edge, I will a'so reject thee, that 
thou shalt be no priest to me: seeing thou hast forgotten 
the law of thy God, I will also forget thy children. As they 
were increased, so they sinned against me: therefore will 
I change their glory into shame.” To accept God’s knowl- 
edge and plan is a glory, to reject it brings shame. 

The Psalmist spoke warmly of the glory of God’s saving 
knowledge when he said: “Blessed is the people that know 
the joyful sound: they shall wa’k, O Lord, in the light of 
thy countenance. In thy name shall they rejoice all the day: 
and in thy righteousness shall they be exalted. For thou 
art the glory of their strength: and in thy favor our horn 
shall be exalted” (Ps. 89: 15—17). Yet how many times 
the individuals who have been so high'y blessed have 
shown their ingratitude by changing a live hope for no 
hope; a God-supported position for the savings and fables 
of men; the spirit for the flesh! How shortsighted we 
mortals are to exchange something of intrinsic value for 
that which is less than nothing! “My people have changed 
their glory for that which doth not profit. 

A homely story of yesteryear rather graphically 
depicts making a bad trade, that is, trading downward. 


A farmer’s boy of foreign extraction, named Hans, was 
surprised one day to learn that he had inherited a horse 
from a well-wisher who had passed away. As he had never 
before owned such a valuable piece of property he felt 
proud of his possession. But he soon discovered ownership 
had its complications. A horse had to eat, and food cost 
money of which he had little. A friend, wishing to be 
helpful, suggested he trade the horse for a cow. The cow 
would give milk and he could drink the milk. Although the 
value of the cow would be roughly only half of that of 
the horse, he decided to make the trade. A trader was 
easily found. 

Still ‘here were complications, the cow had to be milked, 
she had also a healthy appetite. Then someone suggested 
a hen. She would lay eggs and all Hans would have to 
do was to gather them. Once again he traded downward, 
his fortune dwind'ing fast. Still dissatisfied with his 
situation, as a laying hen needed food and care, he was 
offered a lap-stone in exchange for the hen. He accepted, 
and started down the road carrying the lap-stone. Upon 
further reflection he realized the lap-stone was of no use 
to h'm, as it was then summertime, so he relieved himself 
of all further complications of ownership by leaving it 
along the roadside. 

The philosophy of this simple soul may amuse us, but 
his wisdem in making the trades that he male were th2 
epitcme of shrewdness compared with the stupidity of 
the man or woman who will change their glory for that 
which doth not profit, who would change the hope of 
sharing eternal salvation for the worship of a temporal 
interest in this fleeting life. 

There is still another consideration dwelt upon by the 
Prophet in reference to this sinful and ungrateful course 
of conduct, namely, its unparalleled folly. The very heathen 
would not give up their vain hope of benefit from the 
supposed protection of their images of wood and stone, 
yet the professed worshipers of the one living and true 
God are too often willing to sacrifice His favor for the 
most trifling gratifications of a frail and sinful life. “My 
people have changed their glory for that which doth not 
profit.” The height of folly! 


Glory, Here and Now 


Let us consider some important phases of glory which 
ecme2 to us now through complete surrender to God. The 
glory of giving up; the glory of going the sccond mile; 
the glory of doing well and suffering for it and taking it 
patiently ; the glory of being able to take second place and 
work in that position as wholeheartedly as if we were 
given first place. 

Today education is looked upon as a most coveted 
acquisition, and indeed it has much to recommend it; as 
also has physical prowess and wealth. But Jeremiah, 
speaking for God, tells us cf something infinitely more 
fruitful: “Thus saith the Lord, Let not the wise man 
glory in his wisdom, neither let the mighty man glory in 
his might, let not the rich man glory in his riches: but let 
him that glorieth glory in this, that he understandeth 
and knoweth me, that I am the Lord which exercise 
lovingkindness, judgment, and righteousness, in the 


earth: for in these things I delight, saith the Lord” (Jer. 
9: 22, 24). Let us beware lest we change our glory, the 
glory of knowing, understanding, and obeying God, for 
human knowledge, skill, and the acquisition of wealth. 
To possess the humility to say, I see I was wrong, is a 
glory that shines as a halo around the head. It should be 
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a glory to the man rich in his own ways, to be made low— 
for that humiliation can be of eternal value. 

And we sometimes sing, “There’s glory in going on!” 
There certainly is no glory in standing still, in making no 
progress in the divine life: 

“Don’t stand at ease, there’s work to do, 
But go where Christ has gone. 

He needs your help the whole day througa, 
There's glory in going on. 

“Press on with joy, you sure will win, 
Just trust His word divine, 

Be glad to serve, just now begin, 
His light on your path will shine, 

“Be steadfast, brave, ne’er turn away, 
You to your Lord belong. 

Still higher aim each passing day, 
There's glory in going on.” 


The sour grapes ripening in the flower, never produce 
the glory of the brilliantly colored ripened fruit. The 
Demases, who grow weary in well doing and return to the 
ways of the present world, having changed their glory 
for that which does not profit, will never share the glory 
of the harvest home. Paul experienced having his follow- 
ers change their gods for that which doth not profit, as 
he indicated in his letter to the Galatian Church, “Ye 
did run well; who did hinder you that ye should not obey 
the truth? This persuasion cometh not of him that calleth 
you” (Gal. 5:7, 8). 

Isaiah 24:16 speaks of the glory of holding on, and 
the shame of relaxing our hold on the one true God: 
“From the uttermost part of the earth have we heard 
songs, even glory to the righteous. But I said, My lean- 
ness, my leanness.” A day will come when the unfaithful 
servants will vividly realize that the changing of the 
glory that could have been theirs did not profit. But it 
then will be too late to make amends. Let us use the time 
given us while it still is ours. 

The Glory of a Perfect Character 


“The hoary head is a crown of glory, if it be found in 
the way of righteousness,” said the Wise Man (Prov. 
16:31). No glory can compare with the glory of right- 
eousness. Then consider the glory of self-control: “He 
that is slow to anger is better than the mighty; and he 
that ruleth his spirit than he that taketh a city” (v. 32). 

And there is the glory of the controlled tongue! “A 
word fitly spoken is like apples of gold in pictures of 
silver. As an earring of gold, and an ornament of fine 
gold, so is a wise reprover upon an obedient ear” (Prov. 
25:11, 12). 

Is there any glory in answering harsh words with 
other harsh words? 

Is there any glory in losing one’s temper and pouring 
forth a flood of villainy against our opponent? 

Does it bring glory to the professing Christian to spend 
his time talking of things that do not profit, of matters 
that will discourage rather than encourage and help 
others? The command is: “Let your speech be always 
with grace, seasoned with salt, ... that it may minister 
grace unto the hearers” (Col. 4:6; Eph. 4: 29). 

Jesting, joking, and foolish talking, appeal very 
strongly to many people, but it does not benefit either the 
speaker or the listeners. It doesn’t glorify God or bring 
any glory to the man or woman who indulges in it. It 
is a form of self-worship that does not profit. 

Certainly it brings a person no legitimate glory to 
be stubborn and rebellious, and refuse to yield to the 


verdict of reason and evidence, or the pleadings of the 
Word of God. Samuel’s definition of rebellion, as cited to 
King Saul, was: “For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, 
and stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry” (I Sam. 
15: 23). It brings us no glory to cling to a position 
after that position is proved wrong. It brings us no glory 
to think of ourselves more highly than we ought to think, 
to assess ourselves above our measure. 

There is honor in humility. 

It is an honor to say, I see I have been wrong, and will 
do better. 

Let us reflect upon the glory of unselfishness, of shar- 
ing with others, helping others in place of living wholly 
for self. Withholding from others is earthly, sharing is 
heavenly. Said the great Apostle: “We that are strong 
ought to bear the infirmities of the weak, and not to 
please ourselves. .. For even Christ pleased not himself.” 
And Christ said: “It is more blessed to give than to 
receive” (Rom. 15:1, 3; Acts 20: 35). 

The Moral Re-Armament group, whose efforts are 
being publicized just now, have for their standard four 
pillars: “Absolute honesty, absolute purity, absolute 
unselfishness, absolute love.” These four pillars, if lived 
up to by the Christian, would be a glory to him that all 
the wealth, all the learning, all the honor of the world 
could not provide. Jesus revealed the value of absolute 
purity in the sight of His Father when He said: “Blessed 
are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.” 

Today sportsmen, craftsmen, artists, students, will 
strive for perfection. The self-satisfaction and joy of 
achievement they derive from accomplishment means 
more to them than money. They will spend years in 
diligent pursuit of their end, devote thousands of tedious 
hours trying to perfect the technique for their chosen 
lines. It brings them glory, and may also bring them some 
tangible rewards. But how meager the accomplishment, 
and how worthless the rewards, when compared with 
the accomplishment of forming a perfect character, or 
receiving the matchless rewards to be bestowed for perfect 
character! Jesus’ promise is: “Then shall the righteous 
shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of their Father.” 
“Then shall the King say unto them on his right hand, 
Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom pre- 
pared for you from the foundation of the world” (Matt. 
18: 43; 25: 34). 

Revelation 19 pictures the magnificent scene that will 
accompany the marriage of the Lamb, when in that aus- 
picious Day the members of His “bride” or “church” will 
enjoy the fruits of victory. Their glory then will be the 
result of a glory already existent, even the glory of a 
perfect life. A great multitude of the heavenly hosts will 
sing: “Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honor to him: 
for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wife hath 
made herself ready.” 

Oh, the unspeakable joy of being a part of that “wife” 
who has made herself ready for that glorious marriage 
to the Lamb! It is almost inconceivable that there should 
be people who would consider changing that glory of 
supreme accomplishment for a hope that does not profit. 
a hope that someone else can be perfect for us! Such 
a hope is as foreign to the divine plan as feathers would 
be to a frog. Oh, the glory of becoming morally perfect 
even as our Father in heaven is perfect! Only 144,000 
during this 6000-year-day of salvation will have accom- 
plished this outstanding feat, but that does not disqualify 
vou or me, 
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The objections raised by people against the possibility 
of one attaining glery by working out his own salvation 
with fear and trembling, seems to suggest the struggling 
of a human mind, frantically trying to rationalize itself 
away from a stark proposition. 

But texts such as the following seem all inclusive, their 
meaning too obvious to be questioned, they must be final. 
“Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which 
is in heaven is perfect.” “And it shall be our righteous- 
ness if we observe to do all these commandments before 
the Lord our God as he hath commanded us.” “For not 
the hearers of the law are just before God, but the doers 
of the law shall be justified.” “But be ye doers of the 
word and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves.” 
“For whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet offend 
in one point, he is guilty of all.” These statements demand 
perfection as the crowning glory of one’s life, and nothing 
less will be accepted. 

To ti’y to keep the law is not enough; to almost keep 
the law is not enough; to keep most of the law most of 
the time is not enough; God’s law demands perfection. We 
have no chance of winning the prize on some watered 
down formula, Either the Word of God means what it 
says or it doesn’t mean anything. In the Divine Word 
Christ, and God Himself, are set forth as examples of 
the perfection to which we are to attain. “And every man 
that hath this hope in him purifieth himself, even as he 
[Christ] is pure.” “Be ye therefore perfect, even as your 
Father which is in heaven is perfect” (I John 3:3; Matt. 
5: 48). 

But timid souls say: “Think of what perfect obedience 
means, One sin condemns us as surely as a hundred. ‘For 
whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet offend in 
one point, he is guilty of all.’ The sentence of death 
hangs today over the head of every one who has broken 
God’s holy and just law.” But no, it dcesn’t, not after we 
have ceased breaking that law. Once a sinner not always 
a sinner. Improvement by change is an avenue that is 
open to us at all times up to the very end of our day 
of probation. Winners and losers in the race for life 
are determined by their status at the end of the course, 
not during their running. Perfection is attained by the 
process of growth (Isa. 58:2; Eph. 4:15; 2:21). 

Christ is our paragon, our great Pattern and Example. 
If, when we compare our righteousness with His, what 
we see makes us feel dissatisfied with ourselves, that is 
no sign of failure or perdition. That is the right way to 
feel. It is the way we must feel if we would grow spirit- 
ually. Once we are satisfied with ourselves we stagnate. 
I Thessalonians 4:1 is definite: “. . . we beseech you, 
brethren, and exhort you by the Lord Jesus, that as ye 
have received of us how ye ought to walk and to please 
God, so ye would abound more and more.” We must 
abound more and more in good works. And God would 
never ask of us perfection of character if that high 
attainment were not possible. 

The statement has been made that doing well, below 
the standard of perfection, will be acceptable with God. 
But how could it? The fallacy of such a position is tco 
obvious to be missed. If one can win eternal life below 
the standard of perfection, who is going to say how far 
below, two per cent, nine per cent, sixteen per cent, forty 
per cent, or fifty-one per cent? And by admitting to one’s 
self that perfection is not possible, and not required, 
much of the impetus toward making a real effort would 
be removed. 


The report regarding the moral standing of Zacharias 
and Elisabeth, the mother and father of John the Baptist, 
is revealing: They were “both righteous before God, 
walking in all the commandments and ordinances of the 
Lord, blameless.” Surely the Lord cannot be deceiving us. 
They were mortals like ourselves subject to like temp- 
tations to sin. 


The Glory Ahead 


The glory of right living, the glory of becoming men- 
tally and morally like Christ and God; the glory of con- 
trolling every emotion of our mind and body, these alone 
are not our only concerns. These are but preliminary to 
salvation which is the highest goal in the Christian’s life. 
It is the hope of securing this future glory that prompts us 
to make the effort to develop the present glory. In I Cor. 
15 it is pointed out that the glory of the “terrestrial,” 
the glory of a morally perfect human being, is one; and 
the glory of the “celestial,” the mortal body changed to 
immortality, is another. But the former must precede 
the latter. The mental and moral change must be accom- 
plished before the physical change can be administered. 

These two aspects of glory also are projected in II Cor. 
3:18: “But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass 
the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image 
from glory to glory.” If we develop and retain the 
mental and moral glory now, and never allow ourselves to 
change it for a secondary interest that is easier to 
maintain, God will not fail to bestow upon us the glory 
of immortality in the world to come. 

In that Day of the dispensing of the rewards, if faith- 
ful we shall with all the faithful be a “crown of glory in 
the hand of the Lord, and a royal diadem in the hand of” 
our God, as we learn from Isaiah 62:3. For all such He 
will have a place of honor in His new order, a seat of 
authority in His heavenly kingdom which no other can 
fill, and dominion no monarch can shake. 

The prophetess Hannah, mother of Samuel, was looking 
ahead to the future glory when she said: “He raiseth 
up the poor out of the dust, and lifteth up the beggar 
from the dunghill, to set them among princes, and to 
make them inherit the throne of glory” (I Sam. 2: 8). If 
we now lift ourselves above the groveling thoughts and 
interests of the flesh, the wisdom from beneath which 
is “earthy, sensual, devilish,” in that coming Day He will 
lift us from the dunghill, from the lowly estate of 
mortality, set us among princes, and make us to inherit 
the throne of glory. 

Wisdom gives grace: even now she delivers a crown 
of glory to the wise in heart, and ultimately she will 
bestow a crown of life. “Hear, O my son, and receive my 
sayings, and the years of thy life shall be many.” What 
a gracious promise. “Hear, O my son, and receive my 
sayings, and the years of thy life shall be many,” even 
life for evermore. 

And more, Wisdom’s votaries shall inherit glory. Not 
only life, but glory to accompany it, “The wise shall 
inherit glory.” Let us be wise enough never to change 
our interest in the true and living God or the grand 
reward He offers. Let us not lose our hold on that coming 
glory in quest of that which doth not profit, for some 
petty interest of the fleeting present. But let us be stead- 
fast, unmovable, always abounding in the work of the 
Lord, knowing that our labor in the Lord, will not go 
unrewarded. 





OPPORTUNITIES UNLIMITED 


A Dramatic Study of the Lives of Six Bible Characters 
as once presented in the Megiddo Mission Church. 

Its Lesson is the glory of God’s Second Chance. 

From unpromising and even hopeless beginnings, men 
have risen and may yet rise to the heights of character and 
achievement, by the power of faith and the help of the 
Eternal. 

“Better is the end of a thing than the beginning there- 
of.” Eccl. 7: 8. 

INTRODUCTION 


The life of Jesus of Nazareth, from His miraculous 
birth to His ascension, was unique. Subject to all the temp- 
tations of human flesh, He dealt with them so directly and 
so decisively that He became the Perfect Example. 

Never did He have to learn the same lesson twice; after 
knowing the law of God, He never transgressed it. 

With the rest of us, unfortunately, it is not so. We learn 
slowly, the hardest way. Day after day we stub the same 
old toe on the same old stumbling blocks. Yet the longsuf- 
fering of God still reaches out to protect us from the 
results of our follies. It is fortunate for us that the Cre- 
ator is more patient than His creatures. 

“It is of the Lord’s mercics that we are not consumed, 
because his compassions fail not. They are new every 
morning: great is thy faithfulness” Lam, 3: 26, 27. 

Again and again the vessel of clay in the hands of the 
Potter has been marred by its own hardness and inferior- 
ity. Yet the wisdom of the Creator gives us the comforting 
assurance that a marred beginning, or even a disastrous 
fall, does not mean that the case is hopeless. 

In all the Scriptures there is no more blessed message 
than the simple words, “So he made it again”—Jeremiah 
18: 4. 

It is possible, of course, to make any sin unpardonable 
by neglect, and every mistake should be retrieved without 
delay. But in case history after case history the Scriptures 
proclaim the glorics of God’s Second Chance. 


Character One JOSHUA 


PART I-—TESTING 


He was originally named Oshea—“God helps.” 

Borna crown slave in Egypt, his future held little of 
promise, so faras man could see. Yet here wasa man 
upon whom God had set His eyes,a manto whoma tre- 
mendous future was even then beckoning, all unknown to 
him. 

He appears, here at the nadir of his career, a laborer in 
the brickyards of the Nile. The grinding, unrewarding 
labor and the harsh treatment of the taskmasters keep the 
yearning minds of a misused people focused on freedom, 
while they think of Jehovah as a possible help. The person 
who is willing to render the small service possible under 
adverse conditions often has the opportunity to be useful 
in more important things. Joshua finds a way to help a 
fellow worker while serving the taskmaster. 


bh 











SPEAKERS: 

Oshea 

Ephraim (His fellow slave in Egypt). 
Abner (Slave Boy) 

Taskmaster 

Caleb 


Oshea is tallyman for a brick-making gang. He is seated 
ona low stool, with his records on a somewhat higher 
crude table as his desk. In the distance are seen the pyra- 
mids and possibly the Nile. 

(Ephraim staggers in with a yoke of bricks, which he 
sets down while Oshea makes a quick count and gives him 
a ticket.) 

OSHEA: I see you’ve got an extra brick for me again. 
Thanks Ephraim. They come in handy. I’ll just stack it 
here with the others. 

EPHRAIM: [Swiping his dripping forehead with bare 
hand] That sun’s killing today. You’re fortunate to be 
here in the shade, with a jar of water, nothing to do but 
make marks. 

OSHEA: Maybe you think so. But when the bricks don’t 
tally up, who gets the beating? Me! 

EPHRAIM: Its rough for all of us—and hard to get used 
to. 

OSHEA: Worse than that, Ephraim. I often wonder why 
I was ever born. I’d have been better off in the old days, 
when they used to throw them in the Nile as soon as they 
were born. 

EPHRAIM: Better than this slow death. Not so slow, 
either, on days like this. .. . How many do you suppose 
die every day on this project? 

OSHEA: I’d have no idea. There was an old man this 
morning, fell right here by my desk, and couldn’t get up. 
They pounded him hard, but it didn’t help. He died about 
noon.... 

EPHRAIM: Well, at least his troubles are over. That’s 
our future, Oshea. 

OSHEA: No wonder Egypt has such fertile soil. It’s been 
soaked with the blood of so many millions of slaves. Just 
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think of what that pyramid over there cost in human 
life! 

EPHRAIM: I don’t want to think about it. The brick- 
yards are bad enough—. What I want to know is, what’s 
our chances of getting out of this? 

OSHEA: Not a chance in the world. Get that idea out 
of your mind. Once a slave, always a slave. 

EPHRAIM: Maybe it’ll be easier when these two cities 
are finished. 

OSHEA: [Laughing bitterly] You think they’ll send us 
back to Goshen, where the grass grows green? Not much! 
They'll start another, or dig a lake, or a canal, or some- 
thing. With all this cheap labor, they’ve got to use it. 

EPHRAIM: Probably. It was bad enough under the 
government, but now that they are leasing us out to 
private contractors, it’s ten times worse. Look, Oshea, I 
often wonder why this happens to us. Aren’t we as good 
men as the Egyptians? Weren’t we free once? What 
have we done? Why, we have no chance to do anything, 
good or bad, And we’re not even suffering for the sins 
cf our fathers. As I hear it, they came down here a long 
time ago from Canaan, because of a famine. For a while 
they were well! treated—but, now look. 

OSHEA: I don’t know. Maybe their mistake was over- 
staying their welcome. 

EPHRAIM: That’s right—they should have gone back 
while they could, to the land God gave to Abraham. 

OSHEA: God! I’ve heard those old tales, Ephraim, but 
all I see is bricks, bricks, bricks. I even see ’em in my 
dreams. Where is this God? Why doesn’t He do some- 
thing for us? 

EPHRAIM: I don’t know. I believe in God, although I 
don’t know much about Him. Maybe we should put Him 
to the test. 

OSHEA: What do you mean? 

EPHRAIM: All get up and go—head for Canaan. 

OSHEA: Fine idea. And suppose God doesn’t help us— 
what happens? Do you realize the power of the Egyptian 
empire? Why, we’d never get past the first fortress, if 
we got that far. No, our future is to sweat and tug and 
strain until we go back to the mud, and the next gener- 
ation of slaves comes along to wear its lives out—making 
brick. 

[The boy Abner appears, with a heavy yoke of bricks] 

OSHEA: [After checking] You’re short four bricks, 
son, How come? 

ABNER: [Breaking into tears] I fell down and they 
broke. They weren’t good and dry. What’ll I do? 

OSHEA: [adds four bricks to the lad’s load, and after 
giving Abner a drink of water, asks Ephraim to help the 
boy with his all-too-heavy load. An ugly taskmaster, arriv- 
ing on the sccne—lashes the whip freely. Oshea getting 
much the worst of ti, for showing any sympathy to his 
fellows] 

TASKMASTER: [angrily] I'll teach you who’s boss here! 
I’ll teach you who these bricks belong to! I’d have you put 
back in the pits or the furnace today if it weren’t for 
the fact that you can write. Now remember, I’m watching 
you from now on. [leaves slowly. Oshea shakes his fist: 
at him when it is safe to do so J 

[Enter Caleb with laden yoke] 

CALEB: Sorry for you, Oshea. I saw a little of it. 

OSHEA: Oh, it’s nothing new. I’ve taken a lot of it, but 
it’s not easy to take. [fans his sore back pumping air with 
his garment ] 

CALEB: Well, maybe it will be better some day. It can’t 
last for ever. 


OSHEA: Neither can we [holding his almost broken 
jaw]. 

CALEB: You know, I’ve been thinking— 

OSHEA: [g7vimly] Don’t. Slaves are not supposed to 
think. , 

CALEB: Why don’t we get out of here? 

OSHEA: Go ahead, if you want to. I'll never stop you. 
I’ve got my aged parents in Goshen to think of, and my 
own family. 

CALEB: I don’t mean that. I mean all of us. 
out, all together. 

OSHEA: Go ahead and dream. There’s no law against 
it. Who’d get this thing started? Who’d organize a horde 
of ignorant slaves? Who’d take the lead—the responsi- 
bility? 

CALEB: Maybe you. 

OSHEA: Me? A fine leader I’d make! Why, I can’t 
even defend myself against this swine of a taskmaster, 
even if lama prince of my own tribe. Wake up, man! 

CALEB: It’s not the taskmaster you’re fighting, Oshea. 
He represents the whole power of Egypt, and you can’t 
fight that alone. But if God helps us, and we all stick 
together, and if we can get the right leader, we might 
do something. I believe you could do it. 

OSHEA: Nonsense! I’m no leader. Anyway, I’m too old. 
What can you do after you’re forty? And [looking around 
cautiously] you’d better keep those ideas to yourself; 
that’s dangerous talk. 

CALEB: Here’s a secret—Prince Moses is back in Egypt. 

OSHEA: Moses? 

CALEB: Yes. You’ve heard of him—how he was born 
some 80 years ago, back when the babies were being 
drowned, and was saved and raised by Pharaoh’s daugh- 
ter. About the time we were born he got in trouble—he 
killed an Egyptian taskmaster to save a Hebrew’s life, 
and had to run. The older people have wondered for years 
where he was. But he’s back. Palti saw him yesterday, 
he’s sure. What do you suppose it means? 

OSHEA: I wouldn’t know. Probably nothing—for us. . . 
You’d better go, Caleb. One a day is enough. 


.. dust walk 


The return of Moses did mean something. From the 
first ringing demand, “Let my people go!” there was no 
abatement in the crescendo of events which culminated in 
the awful night when the firstborn of Egypt died and the 
Israelites were hastily ejected, as the cause of the disaster. 

In the trying task of organizing an undisciplined horde 
foran orderly departure, some quality of leadership in 
Osheu must have attracted the attention of Moses and 
brought him to the front. 

Loyal and capable helpers are always needed, always in 
short supply. By force of his ability, Oshea became Moses’ 
second in command, his trusted and trustworthy lieuten- 
ant throughout the long Wilderness experience. 


Part Il—Trial 


Our first sight of Oshea in the Exodus is as captain of 
the forces chosen to fight against the treacherous nation of 
Amalek. 

We cannot realize what it meant to make a fighting 
force out of a mob of men who had never before handled 
arms. What it meant was that Oshea, a prince of Israel in 
his own right, was no ordinary man, but a born leader. 
Modern military experts, analyzing his conquest of Ca- 
naan, pronounce him a first-class strategist. 

Such men cannot be held down by slavery, or anything 
else. 
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The field of service has broadened and Joshua, who 
thought himself capable of doing only small service, finds 
himself at the head of anarmy fighting for his people’s 
existence—and winning. 


SPEAKERS: 
MOSES 
AARON 
HuR 


A hillside at Rephidim, overlooking the battle against 
Amalek in the valley. Moses is seated on a stone, with 
Aaron and Hur holding up his hands, one of which holds 
his rod. Gazing intently, they discuss the battle excitedly. 


AARON: Look, brother, look! He’s driving them into a 
huddle in that ravine, so close their camels are no use to 
them. What a maneuver! Amalek is doomed—he cannot 
win this battle! 

Hur: Not while the Lord Jehovah fights with us. 

Moses: And while Oshea leads our host so bravely and 
skillfully. What a captain the Lord has given us! 

AARON: Amalek would try to block our passage, would 
he? Cowardly savages that they are, ambushing our 
stragglers, preying on the sick and weak, and now trying 
to hold us in this narrow valley. Oh!—does Oshea see that 
band working around to his rear? 

Hur: Yes, he sees them—he’s sending a troop to cut 
them off. Ah! he has them! Look out, Oshea! [turns and 
sees that they have absent-mindedly lowered their 
hands] I’m sorry, my Lord Moses. It won’t happen again 
... Why is it, do you suppose, that we win only if your 
hands are held up? 

MosEs : I do not know. I only know what the angel told me 
to do. We have seen that it is as he says—when they 
are down, Amalek prevails. So— 

AARON: So it is none cf our business why. It is our 
business to hold up our ruler’s hands. 

Hur: And to pray for Oshea. See, he is rolling them 
back again! If only we had horses like they have— 

AARON: Oshea doesn’t need horses. He’s doing all 
right without them. I just wish he wouldn’t expose him- 
self so recklessly. He is definitely not expendable. But 
he’s winning—he’s winning! Did you see that? 

Hur: Magnificent! They’ll never recover from that 
one—Oshea has come a long, long way from the brick- 
yards—not bad for a former slave. 





AARON: Not bad at all. He is Prince Oshea, now and 
forever—the captain of the hosts of the Lord! With such 
a man, we need have no fears. 

MOSES: Praise God for Oshea! Would that I had a 
thousand like him! 

Hur: Look, look, my Lord! they run! they run! Com- 
pletely overwhelmed! Amalek is fleeing like chaff before 
the sword of the Lord and of Oshea. They trample each 
other, they cut each other down in their haste to escape. 
Ah! he has cut them off at the head of the valley ! Cameis— 
horses—men—all in a tangle! They are ours! The victory 
is ours! 

MOSES: [rising to his feet] God has given us the vic- 
tory! Praise His holy name! Prince Oshea! thy name shall 
no more be called Oshea, but Joshua—for God is with 
thee; Jehovah is thy salvation! 


Part I1]—Triumph 


Israel’s wanderings in the wilderness are nearing their 
end. Moses, the peerless leader, faces in his approaching 
end, the realities of mortality. The Promised Land is not 
yet attained; the need for strong personal leadership still 
exists. Moses petitions the Lord to reveal his successor. 

The answer to his prayer is what he must have expect- 
ed. To whom shall he better turn than to Prince Joshua, 
who with his companion Caleb bears the honor of having 
wholly followed the Lord. 

By his consistent obedience he became a fitting proto- 
type of the greater Leader who should bear his name, 
Jesus and Joshua being one and the same word—“Jehovah 
is salvation.” 

In Numbers 27 is recorded the solemn investment of 
Joshua. Later, when the end is very near for Moses, he 
presents himself again with his successor before the high 
priest, to deliver his farewell charge. 

Oshea, the slave, has come a long way from the slave- 
pens of Egypt, thanks to God’s Second Chance. 

Years of devotional service brings Joshua to the leader- 
ship of his people. Few are qualified for such a spectacular 
rise, but all are capable of better and greater service if we 
are willing to make the effort, and the results could be sur- 
prising. 

SPEAKER: 

MOsEs: 


It is the time of Moses’ preparation for death. Eleazar 


stands before the Tabernacle, Moses enters with Joshua, 
whom he sets before the priest, and faces him himself. 

MOSEs: [very impressively] And now I go to the gen- 
eration of my fathers, and another hand must guide and 
lead this great people into the land of promise, for the 
Lord hath forbidden me to pass over this Jordan. Here 
must I die, because I disobeyed Him at Meribah, in the 
place where thy first great victory was won. And he hath 
commanded me, saying, “Charge Joshua, and encourage 
him, for he shall go over before this people, and he shall 
cause them to inherit the land which thou shalt see. 

“Now therefore, O Joshua, may my spirit and my 
strength and the glory of the God of Israel be upon thee. 
Be strong and of a good courage: for thou must go with 
this people into the land which the Lord hath sworn unto 
their fathers to give them; and thou shalt cause them to 
inherit it. 

“And the Lord, he it is that doth go before thee; he 
will not fail thee, neither forsake thee; fear not, neither 
be dismayed.” 


Next issue: SOLOMON. 
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Meditations 
On the Word 


“Let not mercy and truth forsake thee: bind them about 
thy neck; write them upon the table of thine heart: so shalt thou 
find favor and good understanding in the sight of God and 
man” (Proverbs 3: 3, 4). 


When the Wise Man says, “Let not mercy and truth 
forsake thee,” it is really just another way of saying 
that we should not forsake God’s mercy and truth, for 
“the mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting, 
upon them that fear Him, and His righteousness unto 
children’s children.” God’s mercy is always available to 
those that fear Him; and “the fear of the Lord is to hate 
evil,” we learn in Prov. 8:13. God is constant, and man 
is changeable. 

The tuning bar that is set for a certain number of vibra- 
tions per second does not respond to other vibrations, 
but when a musical instrument sounds just the proper 
note, which has that same number of vibrations per 
second, the tuning bar vibrates in response. And so it is 
with God and man. God is always the same, in all His 
attributes. Man is changeable in all his moral qualities; 
but when he rises to godliness, and hates evil by putting 
it far away, God responds to his efforts. So while mercy 
and truth cannot be said either to forsake us or to cling 
to us, these can be said of us in our relation to God, be- 
cause we are changeable. And just in case we have forgot- 
ten for the moment, the truth of the Bible is not the truth 
man ordinarily thinks about. “Sanctify them through thy 
truth. thy word is truth,” said the Great Teacher (John 
17:17). 

During the six thousand years of his probation, life 
and immortality are held just out of man’s reach, just 
beyond his actual grasp, and the gap can be closed only by 
his own efforts, and that effort must be from his side 
toward the Giver of every good and perfect gift. 

The apostle Paul told us how he closed the gap between 
himself and God. He said in Phil. 3: 13, 14, “. . . forget- 
ting those things which are behind, and reaching forth 
unto those things which are before, I press toward the 
mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ 
Jesus.” Paul, who had seen Jesus and been instructed by 
Him, knew that he had to do all the pressing himself, and 
admonished us to do exactly the same, “Copy me. as I 
copy Christ” (I Cor. 11: 1—Moffatt). And Jesus told us 
that He did only those things that pleased His Father. It 
is the effort to please God which makes one godlike and 
closes the gap. Such effort makes change within. 

The apostle Peter told us, “Whose adorning, let it not 
be that outward adorning of plaiting the hair, and of 
wearing of gold, or of putting on of apparel; but let it be 
the hidden man of the heart, in that which is not corrupt- 
ible, even the ornament of a meek and quiet spirit, which 
is in the sight of God of great price” (I Peter 3:3, 4). 
One'trans!ator renders “hidden man” as “beauty of char- 
acter.” Individuals are beautiful, not only to God but to 
those who are godly, when they have adorned their minds 
and character with the beauties of God’s mercy and truth. 

As we think over the walk of the lives before us on the 


pages of Holy Writ and observe those whose achieve- 
ments stand out, it is not difficult to observe that their 
chiefest aim has been to bind these godly traits tightly 
about their necks and write them upon the table of their 
hearts, And wherever we find one who has so done, we 
find a great character whose life we can copy and follow 
with profit. David cried out, “Let the words of my mouth 
and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in thy 
sight, O Lord, my strength, and my redeemer.” 

But there is another step which really comes in ahead 
of all this, which is also mentioned in our Meditation 
Verse. Before these wonderful truths that God has so 
mercifully made known to us can have any opportunity to 
be an adornment to our characters, they must make an 
impression upon us. The word here trans'ated “table,” 
is used thirty-two times in connection with writing or 
written records. That which we write upon the mind 
makes a lasting impression upon us. To read a fact or 
sentiment does not mean that we even agree with it. It 
miy only brush the consciousness as it passes. But that 
which we write upon our mind, is that which we have 
studied and weighed and meditated upon. That which we 
write upon the table of our heart or mind becomes a part 
of us. We may not at the time accept it as a factor in our 
lives, we may not mention it to others; on the other hand, 
the Christian remembers when God’s laws and precepts 
entered into his mind, and, once lodged there, began to 
influence his thinking and his viewpoint, and at last his 
way of life. The casual, right thought can scarcely have 
any deep effect upon anyone; but when we do as the 
Apostle admonishes, “Meditate upon these things, give 
thyself wholly to them, that thy profiting may appear 
to all” (I Tim. 4: 15), this, then, is writing mercy and 
truth upon the table of our heart. When the time comes 
that others in the way of life—yes, and even those who 
are not —can see that our life is influenced by something 
that is higher and cleaner and ncbler than anything the 
world has to offer, then we have been writing these pre- 
cepts upon our heart and allowing them to make deep 
impressions to the extent of altering our whole life. Fre- 
quent meditation and the constant resisting of temptation, 
are the practice that effectually will write God’s holy pre- 
cepts upon the table of our heart and make the deep 
impressions that will cause us to remember His com- 
mandments to do them, 

As there is no law in the temporal against seeking 
favor with man, there is also no law against seeking favor 
in the way of Life, provided it is that favor which the 
Eternal! delights to bestow upon the ones who have sought 
it according to the rules He had laid down. A very im- 
portant rule is in Prov. 22:4, “By humility and the fear 
of the Lord are riches, and honor, and life.” Would not 
these be loving favor enough for anyone? Would not these 
favors be enough to satisfy the most ambitious? We can 
but answer, Yes. And yet, before all of these must come 
humility. As the darkness comes before the dawn, so must 
humility first be written upon our hearts before we can 
find that loving favor and good understanding in the sight 
of God and man. When God’s favor has been poured upon 
the earth through the consummation of His plan, and all 
know the Lord from the least to the greatest, then shall 
the righteous find favor in the sight of every man, for all 
shall be righteous. But first comes humility, and then 
the writing and good understanding, and last of all the 
loving favor. 





Questions and Answers 


Who is the “Adam” of II Tim. 2: 14, was it Christ? 


It was the second Adam, Christ. He was never deceived; 
after He knew the law He never transgressed it. He had 
to learn, He had to eat “the butter and honey,” the truth, 
that He “might know to refuse the evil and choose the 
good,” but after He knew the law He never transgressed. 
He was never deceived by the promptings of the flesh, 
He overcame, but the “woman” was, and we all, as a part 
of that ““‘woman” have been deceived, we have all allowed 
the flesh to rule us after we knew God’s will for us. So 
the woman, the bride, the Lamb’s wife, has been deceived. 





Will you please explain to me the difference between Lord, 
and God, as termed in Bible use? Some try to tell me that 
Jesus is God. How can this be if He is the Son of God? At 
the time of Christ’s baptism, they heard a voice from heaven 
saying, “This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.” 
Jesus answered the scribe, “Hear, O Israel; the Lord our God 
is one Lord.” 

I understand what Webster says, that Lord is a ruler or 
leader, and God the Supreme Being, Head of all things. But 
how Jesus could be God, I just can’t understand, Jesus said 
that He could do nothing of Himself, except the Father 
showed Him. 


As a rule there is a difference in the way the two words 
are used, although sometimes they are used interchangea- 
bly. An explanatory note in Cruden’s Concordance says 
of the word Lord, “This word means, in general, one with 
power and authority, a master or ruler. The Hebrew word 
translated Jehovah is usually rendered in the Old Testa- 
ment by Lord written in small capitals. This the American 
Revision changes to Jehovah. Otherwise the word is used 
for Jesus Christ, for the Holy Spirit, for a husband, and 
for anyone whom it was desired to address deferentially.” 

The explanatory note that precedes the listing of the 
word “God,” runs: “The Creator and Father of all things, 
supreme Ruler of the world. The usual name given to God 
by the Hebrews was that which is rendered into English 
by the word Jehovah. Where the older version has the 
word God printed in capitals the American Revision has 
substituted the word Jehovah. 

“This word Jehovah was so reverenced by the ancient 
Hebrews that it was not generally pronounced, its place 
being taken, in speaking, by Adonai, Lord, Elohim, or El 
Shaddai, all of which are really expressions for the 
attributes of God.” 

In many cases the word God is used to designate the 
Creator, the word Lord, to designate the angels, or Christ 
Jesus, or, if not capitalized, it may refer to anyone in 
authority. 

The compound term, Lord God, occurs upward of one 
hundred times, and as a rule seems to apply to the 
Almighty as the first Cause, though at times the authority 
may be channeled through a secondary cause. 

You are right about Christ being the Son of God and 
not God Himself. “The Lord our God is one Lord.” Jesus 
could not be God. He said, ““My Father is greater than I,” 
and again, “The Son can do nothing of himself, but what 
he seeth the Father do.” 

The definition you give from Webster gives the correct 
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idea. The word Lord is a ruler or leader, and God a Super 
Being, head of all things. 

In passing it should be noted that the angels were 
many times called Lord. As sons of God they all bore their 
Father’s name. For an example see Ex, 23: 20, 21. In Ex. 
25: 1 we read, “And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying 
...” And Acts 7: 38 reveals that God’s spokesmen in the 
wilderness were angels. The same is true of the giving 
of the Law in Exodus 20. The chapter begins, “And God 
spake all these words.” But they were spoken through 
angels, See Acts 7: 53. 

Christ Himself is sometimes spoken of as God, in the 
sense that He is “Emmanuel, God with us.” 





“Have the times of the Gentiles been fulfilled or not?” 


No, they wil! not be fulfilled until Christ returns from 
heaven. As recorded in Luke 21: 24, “Jerusalem shall be 
trodden down of the Gentiles, until the times of the 
Gentiles be fulfilled.” Old Jerusalem still is trodden down 
of the Gentiles, it has not been liberated. The New City 
which has been built west of the Old City is no part of 
Old Jerusalem. The population of the New City is about 
195,000, that of the Old City about 47,000, only about ten 
per cent of which are Jews, which establishes the fact 
that the city is still in the hands of the Gentiles. 

The heart of the present-day Jerusalem is the “Old 
City,” a one-square-mile area enclosed by ancient walls 
and divided into Christian, Jewish, Mohammedan, and 
Armenian sections. Walled Jerusalem is in the Kingdom 
of Jordan; the newer city is outside, in Israel. “The General 
Assembly of the United Nations, in its original partition 
plan of Nov. 29, 1947, proposed to establish Jerusalem 
and its environs as an international enclave, some 280 sq. 
m. in area... . However, in the spring of 1948, during the 
war over partition between the Jews and the Arab 
League, the opposing armies of Israel and of Trans- 
Jordan seized Jerusalem, with Israel occupying the west 
portion of the city, the modern residential and business 
sections, and Trans-Jordan occupying the east portion, 
including the Old City” (The New Funk and Wagnall’s 
Ency.). Hence Jerusalem is still held under the “heel of 
the Gentiles” (Luke 21:24, Moff.), showing the period 
of the Gentiles has not yet expired. 

Acts 3:21 reveals that the heavens must retain Jesus 
Christ until the “times of restitution of all things, which 
God hath spoken by the mouth of all his holy prophets 
since the world began.” With His coming the times of 
the Gentiles will end. 





We walk through the snow and leave behind an impression 
of each step. We walk through life and leave behind an im- 
pression of each thought and act. 

— 


“Time spent in getting even would be better spent in 
getting ahead.” 





Become genuinely interested in others instead of trying to 
get others interested in you. 


pb 

















‘What of That? 


“Tired!” Well, what of that? 
Hast thou forgot what Christ hath said to thee, 
"The servant must even as his master be”? 

He toiled even unto death, then follow on. 

The rest will come when all thy work is done. 


"Lonely?” And what of that? 

He too, was lonely, and in solitude. 

How oft, in earnest prayer, His strength renewed: 
Accept your part, tis only for a while. 

The day of welcome waits you with a smile. 


"Dark!” Well, and what of that? 


Tis not so dark with thee, as in that hour, 
When Christ thy Lord was loft to satan's power! 
Your darkness looms with many a streak of morn. 


Rouse from your gloom, nor think yourself forlorn. 


"Hard!” Well and what of that? 

Here, too, thy Captain has led on before; 

No hardships canst thou have but He once bore; 
He triumphed, and shalt thou do less than He? 
Beware, lest thou let go the victory. 


"No help?” Nay, ‘tis not so; 

God is thy hely, tho’ Him thou canst not see; 
Thy Saviour’s God -- He will thy helper be; 
Hold on in faith; the night Is nearly past. 

On Zion’s hill with song, thou’lt stand at last.’ 








